CHAPTER XXIX,
. ENGLAND AT WAR,

We began this book when three years of the War had
been fought and the Allies had still many a crisis to sur-
mount : but we close these chapters when the Allies have
won and the Peace Treaty in Paris has been signed by the
Germans* In these circumstances we are saved much
unnecessary surplusage*

Nevertheless, it is not unprofitable to retrace our steps
and observe how England entered into the gargantuan
struggle* Like all Europe and the world, except the
authors of the past five years of terrible ordeal, Great
Britain was caught unprepared. The first w Contemp-
tibles" who went to the rescue of France numbered only
120,000, and had it not been for the glorious defence of
Belgium, the ruthless German invader being delayed a
full fortnight at Liege and Namur, he might have reached
Paris according to his scheduled plans* With all his
precision, however, the Disturber of the Peace miscal-
culated on the vital factors; even then he succeeded in
penetrating to the very defences of Paris itself before he
was forced to recross the Marne,

One of these vital factors so miscalculated is the temper
and genius of the British nation. The English, indeed,
will quarrel among themselves over the Irish question
and Sir Edward Carson will organise his Ulster Volunteers,
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